proposed an asymmetric index of community similarity related to the Morisita index. The author pointed out that almost all similarity indices are symmetric, i.e., equal for the two parties compared, but that an asymmetric index may be more meaningful, particularly when dispersal and its effects are compared. The only previously proposed asymmetric index, according to Kunin, is that by Simpson (1960) , which is based on Jaccard's index using species lists. However, this index does not allow abundances of species to be considered. The index proposed by Kunin can exceed the value of one. Izsaik (1999) discussed the history of asymmetric association measures, and in particular, the index family containing the Morisita index, and the conditions for obtaining an index value exceeding one.
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In the following, we draw attention to an asymmetric index based on the similarity index for niche overlap (e.g., Renkonen 1938 , Pielou 1977 : 317, Hurlbert 1978 and originally proposed by Rohde and Hobbs (1986) .
This index was applied to test whether congeneric fish parasites on the same host differ in their degree of niche overlap from non-congeners, but can be used to compare any quantifiable aspect of species in communities (see below). Table 1 . Symmetric (top) and asymmetric (bottom) percent similarity indices for comparisons of congeneric and non-congeneric species pairs of ectoparasites of the mackerel Scomber japonicus. Indices for congeners are underlined. Numbers 1-9 refer to particular parasite species. Data from Rohde and Hobbs (1986 QiA is the quotient of the number of individuals of species i in community A and the total number of individuals in both communities of the k species which occur in both communities.
